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Case Examples:  

Identifying Expert Witnesses 

 

I need to identify an expert witness in fiber 

identification for an upcoming murder trial. Who 

are some possible candidates? 

 

I was given Rob Ogden as a forensics wildlife 

expert. How can I verify his expertise and ensure 

that he can be used as an expert witness in a 

criminal case involving wildlife poaching? 



Web of Science – Begin Search 

• Determine key concepts – forensics AND fibers 

• Truncate words to pick up variations, i.e., forensic, forensics 

• Identify synonyms and combine using the “OR” connector 



Web of Science – Analyze Results 

Click on “Analyze Results” in the upper right 



Web of Science – Analyze by Author 

• Select “Authors” from the list of fields by which papers can be ranked 

• Choose display options to limit the top results (top 10, top 50, etc.) 

• Click “Analyze” to view the authors with the most publications on 

forensics and fibers 



Web of Science – Select Author  

Select the author(s) with 

the most papers 



Web of Science – Scan Search Results 

• Scan search results to ensure papers are on target 

• Note the times cited for each paper 

• Select a paper to learn more about the authors’ affiliations 



Web of Science – Check Address Field 

Is this the address of a reputable organization? 



Case Examples:  

Identifying Expert Witnesses 

 

I was given Rob Ogden as a forensics wildlife 

expert. How can I verify his expertise and ensure 

that he can be used as an expert witness in a 

criminal case involving poaching? 



Google Scholar 

• Papers ranked by times cited (screen shot lists only 4 of 70 

papers); scroll down the list to find current papers with fewer cites 

• Citation data includes citation counts and h-index 



Web of Science – Begin Search 

• Truncate author’s name to pick up full name or first/middle initials 

• Adding key concepts will limit search to the right R. Ogden 



Web of Science – Search Results  

• Note yellow highlighted search terms in search results 

• Note citation counts of individual papers 

• Only eight papers, are there more? 



Web of Science – Begin Author Search 

What if Ogden’s papers do not include the words “wildlife” and “forensics”? 

An author search can demonstrate the breadth of his work and find 

additional papers. 

 

Select Author Search from the drop-down box next to “Basic Search.” 

This will begin the process of identifying the correct author. 



Web of Science – Enter Author Name  

• Enter the full last name 

• Abbreviate first name to pick up first and middle name 

variations, i.e., Robert, Rob, R, etc. 

• Click on “Select Research Domain”  



Web of Science – Select Research Domain  

• Check the appropriate box(es) to indicate the author’s research domain 

• Click on “Select Organization” if the author’s organization is known 

• Click on “Finish Search” if the author’s organization is unknown 



Web of Science – Refine Results 

Several choices if organization is unknown: 

• Use filters to exclude (or include) subject disciplines 

• Scan 114 author record sets 



Web of Science – Scan Record Sets  

• Even with over 100 record sets it is easy to scan for the correct author 

• Look for many clues – correct initials, research areas, publication years 

• View sampling of author’s publications if still unsure 



Questions? 
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